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Neighboring Cities 
and their Banking Partner 
Agree - Community Comes First. 
Both historic cities of Acworth and Kennesaw have 
seen unprecedented growth in the last decade, 
and the proud folks of these blended communities 
enjoy a quality of life that’s hard to beat. People are 
drawn to a place where they feel welcomed and 
at home - where they see folks coming together in 
all aspects of daily life. Kennesaw was honored to 
be named one of the nation’s “10 Best Towns for 
Families” by Family Circle Magazine in 2007. The 
citizens of neighboring Acworth are proud that 
their town is equally admired. 

Big Shanty (now Kennesaw) & Andersonville, 
(now Acworth) were two small towns founded in 
the 1830’s along the Western & Atlantic Railroad 
line. The twenty miles of track from Atlanta 
to Cartersville was completed by 1846, and 
northward progress overtook the once Cherokee 
Indian trading route. Throughout history, these 
towns shared challenges and endured hardships, 
and even faced possible extinction after Sherman 
and his troops torched them and destroyed 
the railroad. 

In 1843, Acworth was named by railroad 
engineer J.L. Gregg after his hometown in New 
Hampshire. It prospered as a busy trading center 
and was officially incorporated in 1860. The City 
of Kennesaw was incorporated in 1887 after 
Big Shanty slowly recovered from the war and 
was rebuilt. Today, the residents number over 
20,000 and 30,000 respectively, and the towns 
are thriving. 

What makes life so good here? A caring  
community made up of dedicated citizens and 
local businesses like NorthWest Bank that step up 
and pitch in. Folks who show support through 
the gifts of their time and treasure.  People come 
together to enjoy outdoor concerts, festivals, story 
telling and sports programs. They come together 
to build a special needs field and a skate park; to 
clean the lake and to remember our veterans. Life 
is good here because the government employees 
of the cities of Acworth and Kennesaw put 
community first when they plan and provide for 
their citizens.

From your friends at NorthWest Bank & Trust, 
“Thank you for choosing us as your banking  
partner. We’re privileged to serve such fine people!”  
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The CommUNITY of Two Great Towns...
ACWORTH and KENNESAW



Allatoona High School Athletics 
Awarded Corporate Sponsorship.
When you’re the new kid on the block, it can be tough 
to compete. The folks at NorthWest know what it’s like 
to “kick off” a new venture. The support of friends in 
the community and new customers was crucial to the 
success of the Bank in its early days.

In June, Benji Morrell, Athletics Director for Allatoona 
High School, proposed an opportunity for the Bank 
to help the brand new school. He asked if NorthWest 
would consider supporting their athletics program by 
being a corporate sponsor. Would we like to be The 
Bank of the Buccaneers? The school’s budget simply 
didn’t cover all the necessary equipment, uniforms and 
other incidentals needed for the student athletes. 

It didn’t take long for Mike Knowles, President & CEO 
of NWB&T, to realize that the value of the sponsorship 
would extend far beyond the advertising opportunity 
that came with it. An investment in the young people of 
our community is an investment in our future. 

You’ll find a whole crew of Buccaneer fans here at 
NorthWest Bank, including several parents of current 
and future students.  One thing is for sure. We’re all 
on board when it comes to supporting education. From 
serving up hot dogs in the concession stand, or lending 
our community grill to the booster clubs, we’re happy 
and proud to support the new Allatoona High School. 
GO, BUCS!

in the community

Buccaneers 
Find Treasure 
at NorthWest

At NorthWest Bank, our story is best told 
through testimony from satisfied customers 
and friends. It’s an added bonus that the 
FDIC makes public the Deposit Market 
Share Report by Zip Code, and that we are 
listed number one (Zip 30101) for the third 
year in a row! 

We know that this accomplishment is 
primarily the result of loyal customers 
who not only show their support, but 
help us grow through their referrals. And 
we’re proud of a staff that consistently 
demonstrates the core values of NorthWest 
Bank: Honesty, Integrity and an Unwavering 
Commitment to Quality Customer Service. 
These efforts have not only kept us in the 
number one position, but also helped 
increase our stronghold, with the Bank’s 
percentage share climbing from 21.15% in 
2006 to 29.02% in 2008.

We are very appreciative of all the people 
who support us and invest with us, and 
everyone at NorthWest Bank is truly 
thankful for the privilege to serve you!

And more good news from the FDIC...
Temporary Increase in Deposit 
Insurance Coverage is Now in Effect! 

The Emergency Economic Stabilization 
Act of 2008, signed by the President on 
October third of this year, temporarily 
increases basic FDIC insurance coverage 
from $100,000 to $250,000 per depositor. 
The legislation provides that the basic 
insurance limit will return to $100,000 after 
December 31, 2009.

To learn more about FDIC coverage, call 
toll-free 1-877-ASK-FDIC (1-877-275-3342) 
or visit www.fdic.gov where you’ll find an 
array of resources and helpful consumer 
information. You can also call NorthWest 
Bank & Trust to request a brochure.

Remember to visit with your local bank 
representative periodically to review your 
accounts and make sure your money is in 
the best place, working hard for you!

FDIC Reports that 
NorthWest Tops 
Deposit Market 
Share for Third 
Consecutive Year!

NorthWest Employee Concessions Volunteers: (left to right) 
Lisa, Cindy, Candi, Jimmy, Rhonda and Jennifer



It takes a lot of courage and spirit to make the switch 
from one long-time career to an entirely new industry. 
Wade Stephens wanted a change, and he looked 
forward to the professional growth that would come 
with it. He joined NorthWest in December of 2007  
with a positive attitude and a strong desire to succeed.

Wade’s background was in the newspaper industry 
where he most recently held the position of 
Advertising Director for the Marietta Daily Journal. 
With over fifteen years of sales and marketing 
experience, Wade was ready to apply his skills in the 
world of banking. He quickly learned the “ropes” at 
NorthWest, and his natural sales instinct and friendly 
demeanor made him the perfect fit for the role of 
Relationship Manager. “The principles of quality 
customer care are the same for all industries. The 
fact that NorthWest is truly a community bank, yet 
offers the same high-tech products and services as 
the big guys, well, it’s an easy concept to sell.”   

Wade is a resident of Marietta where he lives with 
his wife, Ami, and young sons Will and Taylor. They 
are anticipating the arrival of their third child this 
January.  Wade is a graduate of the University of 
Georgia and was recently inducted into the Gridiron 
Society of UGA. He is a dedicated Bulldogs fan and is 
confident that their time will come! In the meantime, 
he enjoys hitting a round of golf when time allows, 
and is actively involved with the Marietta Kiwanis 
Club, Leadership Cobb Alumni and The Marietta 
First United Methodist Church.

Kelli Coolidge
AVP, Assistant Branch
Manager-Acworth

NorthWest Navigators

Meet Kelli Coolidge, the newest “homegrown” addition 
to our very local staff that makes up the NorthWest 
Bank family.  She’s the perfect fit in our community 
bank, bringing over 15 years of banking experience 
along with first hand knowledge and a love for this 
town and its people.

Kelli’s roots run deep, and she often doesn’t need any 
introduction. Many folks that come through our office 
in Acworth see Kelli’s smiling face and instantly 
recognize her as kinfolk to John Armstrong and 
Homer Ragsdale, her great-grandfathers and pioneers 
of Acworth. John Armstrong built many of the historic 
buildings still standing on Main Street today, and he 
was also a successful in-town merchant. Acworth Ice 
& Coal was owned and operated by Homer Ragsdale, 
and many folks, including Bank Chairman Jimmy 
Durham, remember watching the unloading of coal 
from the train that came to town on the tracks that are 
still in use today.

“It’s been a great thing, being in a true community bank 
and getting to know people that have known my family 
through the generations.” says Kelli. “They share their 
memories with me, and I get to pass the stories on to 
my daughter, Natalie. History stays alive as long as the 
memories get passed on.”

Kelli has served on the board of the Acworth Business 
Association, as an ambassador of the Paulding County 
Chamber of Commerce, and she participated in 
Leadership Paulding in 2007.  A Bentwater resident, 
Kelli enjoys spending her spare time on the tennis 
courts with the members of her ALTA team.

Wade Stephens
Relationship Manager

“Our customers 
share the sense 
of community. 
Newcomers 
to Acworth 
are warmly 
welcomed and 
quickly feel at 
home here.”

“I appreciate 
what makes  

NorthWest 
Bank different, 

and I’m glad 
to be part 
of a team 
that truly 

demonstrates 
relationship 

banking.”
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Mission Statement:   
To be the premier community bank and a committed  
corporate citizen in the markets we are privileged  
to serve. 

NorthWest Bank & Trust Announces Alliance.
Advisors Mike Fields and Mike Terry of Raymond James Financial 
Services, Inc. offer comprehensive investment and planning expertise.

Founded in 1974, Raymond James Financial Services offers a comprehensive range of financial and investment 
services including asset management, mutual funds, annuities, stocks and bonds. The company is a member 
of the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc. (FINRA) and the Securities Investor Protection Corporation 
(SIPC). RJFS provides a wide range of services through its affiliate, Raymond James & Associates, member of 
the New York Stock Exchange.  1225 Johnson Ferry Rd. Suite 880, Marietta, GA 30068.

NorthWest Bank and Trust is happy to introduce financial advisors Mike Fields and Mike Terry. 
We know that an important piece of achieving financial success is long term planning, and 
we’re committed to providing our customers with the tools needed to help them reach their 
goals. Raymond James’s quality investment alternatives, financial strength, and the two advisors’ 
experience were deciding factors in the selection process of choosing a partner. Having a financial 
plan often helps people be more intentional about taking the steps to realize their long term goals. 
If you’re puzzled by where to start, give us a call and we’ll be happy to help. There’s no better time 
than now!
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